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The Gyeryongsan Natural History Museum is situated near the entrance of the Gyeryong 
National Park in the central region of South Korea. We gain inspiration from the scenic views of 
Gyeryong mountain and utilize the seasonally changing outdoors when devising our K-12 






Since the opening of the museum, we have been running Natural Science Camps, intended to 
promote a sense of awe, curiosity, and imagination through immersive nature programs, and 
since 2010, we have also been administering the Eco-Science CEO Camps, which aim to foster 
ethical and visionary ideas that employ science and technology in building an environmentally 
sustainable future. The main audience of these camps are middle and high school students, and 
approximately 200 students have participated annually.  
  
 
We focus on pressing global issues such as climate change, biodiversity decline, and natural 
extinction—all of which are interrelated and caused in large part by human population growth. 
Rather than overwhelming students with a sense of guilt and despair, we try to spark a sense of 
curiosity and discovery when informing them about the resilience of insects, the range of 
unanswered questions about fossils, and the variability of seemingly immutable materials such as 
rocks and minerals. And at the end of our camp programs, we conduct surveys during the closing 




2011 Eco-Science CEO Camps










School 28.8 % 35.6 % 17.8 % 4.1 % 16.4 %
High 
School 20.7 % 24.1 % 24.1 % 5.2 % 24.1 %
Survey Results:  Students reported an increased 
appreciation of nature and the importance of 
science as a result of the Eco-Science CEO camps.
GNHM Green Thinking
In their evaluations of the camp experience, students mentioned “appreciation of nature,” 
learning about the “importance of science,” and developing a “vision for future” as their main 
takeaways. These findings suggest a path for natural history museums to foster discussions of a 
future culture in which science and technology are in a symbiotic relationship with nature, rather 
than the one-sided narrative of exploitation and destruction. By presenting the structure of our 
camps and the themes of student responses, we aim to show how museums can foster a positive 
culture of thinking about a sustainable future. 
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